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A community effort scripts a success story

THE development of the sea-
front at Carter Road and Bandra
Bandstand has won international
recognition, with the receipt of this
year’s award instituted by the Wash-
ington-based Waterfront Centre for

" Waterfront Development Projects.
Selected among entries from all
over the world, the award recognises
the efforts of an entire community
to ‘retrieve its waterfront for the
public’.

A few years ago, the 4.5-km
stretch of the Bandra seafront was
little more than a dumping ground,
sewage disposal area and thickly
peopled by encroachers. It was P K
Das, an architect by profession and
also among the architects of the
save-the-waterfront scheme, who
took up the cause of the depleting
open spaces in Mumbai and con-
ducted an extensive study of Mum-
bai’s waterfronts. Soon, the Bandra
West  Residents’ = Association
(BWRA), the Bandra Bandstand
Residents Trust (BBRT), P K Das &
Associates and Member of Parlia-
ment Shabana Azmi came together
to save the Bandra seafront. What

Bandra Bandstand after the redevelopment work

followed is a classic success story of
citizens’ civic efforts.

“We felt we needed to do some-
thing to protect our water-fronts,”
says Darryl D’Monte, president of
BWRA and noted env1ronmcntal
activist. “So we got together and
forged a partnership.” Das handled
the architectural inputs, Shabana

Azmi contributed nearly Rs 1 crore
from her MP’s (local area develop-
ment) funds and the residents took

‘'up the cause as one they all held

dear. ,

That was perhaps when the mis-
sion’s success was assured — For the
first time, different organisations
pitched in together. The govern-

ment in the shape of the MHADA

~and the private citizens’ forums
- worked in co-ordination to restore

the picturesque coastlime at Band-
stand and Carter Road. The results
of the redevelopment efforts are in
plain sight — palm trees, amphithe-
atres, a children’s park, an art court.

Having re-designed the facade,
there was still the question of main-
tenance. That’s where Harsh Mari-
walla -of Marico Industries con-
tributed his bit. Marico Industries
has so far spent almost Rs 25 lakh
towards the beautification drive and
planted more than 30 species of
palm trees. That’s where the name
Palm Promenade at Carter Road
comes from. Another corporate, US
Vitamins, contributes to the main-
tenance of Bandstand.

The seafront has gradually
grown into a buzzing cultural centre,
where concerts, yoga and tai-chi ses-
sions and plays are held. “There’s a
play every Friday, and in January
2003 we will be organising a major
concert and a carnival too,” says
D’Monte.

— UJJAYINI DAS
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Carter Road gets ¢

The seafront at
Bandra is being
given a complete
makeover

—

Aquin George
aquin@middaymetro.com

COME Sunday evening, Carter
Road is the place to be. This sea-
front at Bandra, which is one of
Mumbai’s most picturesque, is
being given a complete makeover,
thanks to the initiative of the
Bandra West Residents Association
(BWRA), the Rs 1 crore con-
tributed by Shabana Azmi from the
MP’s Local Area Development
Fund, and sponsorship by Marico
Industries.

The new look — including a

‘promenade a la Bandstand, a chil- ﬂw OFF

dren’s park, a dog park, and a Primishaile ot

small amphitheatre — will be Carter Road

b;s{ruced :p f;r a two-hour jam- was not made
ree o~ Simday.

just for walking




Art by the bay

A two-day art fair is being held at Bandra Bandstand this week.
Anil Thomas finds out what it’s all about

verything is attainable if one fol-
E lows his gut feeling and is driv-
en by the endeavour to excel.
This is what the Bandra Bandstand

Residents Trust has proved to one and
all.

The trust is organising a two-day art
fair, the first of its kind, on November
24 and 25 at the Art Course in the
newly developed 'Back to nature’
promenade along B J Road at
Bandstand, Bandra.

The project commenced about a year
ago with the main objectives of restor-
ing the beauty of one of the old water-
fronts of the city, and protecting the
coastline from erosion caused by indis-
criminate dumping of earth and rubble.

This whole project was planned was to
prevent encroachers and hawkers, and
to create a safe place for walking and
relaxing, especially for senior citizens
and children.

Rekha Rao, a member of the trust,

says, “The project is unique because it
is not another of the routine govern-
ment projects. Rather, it is a collabora-
tion between local citizens who have

got together to form the Bandstand
Residents Trust.”

Many people have contributed to this
cause immensely. Shabana Azmi, MP
and actress, has provided funds for the
infrastructure through the MP's Local
Area Development (MPLAD) scheme
and the Government. Architect P K Das
has drawn up the plan for the water-
front and is the cementing force
between all these groups.

“We have felt that the shoreline was
being neglected and we thought some-
thing had to be done before this won-
derful place went to the dogs,” said a
resident, who has been staying there
for the past 40 years.

The Art Fair will have sculptures,
ceramics and metal crafts from stu-
dents of the Sir J J School of Art and
youngsters who would be given an
opportunity to showcase their talent.
The stage has been perfectly set to
enjoy art in a perfect ambience and will
attract a wider audience.

In future, the trust plans to have a
carol-singing session during the
Christmas season. Some years ago,
groups used to come every Sunday
and play some soothing music. But
that stopped after a while.

Such activities can now be restored,
thanks to this trust.

anilthomas@mid-day.com

PAINTED GLORY: The Back to Nature promenade at Bandra Bandstand. Pic by
Prashant Nakwe
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ON this waterfront, there is certainly no Marlon Brando, but the paople
of Bandra Bandstand certainly have their own heroes.

It is to the credit of these heroes who set about saving a coastline
that had been endangered by indiscriminate dumping. The movement
took off with the Mohalla committee, wh|ch was formed in 1993, when

" Citizens inspire Bandra face-liff

Bottom-Up Process

invested into the project. ;

The construction started in May 1999. Exaclly one year later May
2000 saw the Naval Police Band inaugurate the promenade at band-
stand. Then came the Art fair an November 27, 2000. This was fol-
lowed by a party for the under-privileged children in December 2000.

An interactive play to highlight the problems of the common man was
held next on the May 6 2001 .

a group of peopie started taking
an interest in civic problems. They
formed the Bandra Bandstand
Residents Association in 1996,
which was later converted to a
trust in 2000.

The blatant dumping of rubbish
along their precious coastline out-
raged the sensibilities of the local
residents who had earlier fought it
out in the court and got 1,500
trucks of debris removed from the
area facing the Bandstand Fort.
Once this was done the group
moved ahead to try and reclaim
whatever was left of the coastline. | 4
The idea was to prevent it from en- S
croachments, parhcularly those
that had come up in the area
around the Searock hotel.

The citizens had already con- — A ek
ceived of a promenade, prepared a plan and worked with archltect PK
Das, who designed and implemented it. Plans were approved by the
BMC, MSRDC, collector, and other concerned bodies. The funds were
provided by ShabanaAzmi, MP, Rajya Sabha, under the MPLAD scheme
_for the infrastructure. But seeing the manner in which the work was
* proceeding, and the effort being poured by the locals. more money was

The TIMES 0F 1VD/A -
#e A Y

The variety of events held at the
promenade has brought the citi-
zens closer to each other and
there is a growing sense of ca-
@ maraderie among all those who
#| come here. They voluntarily stop
i people from creating nuisance,
i throwing rubbish as they have
developed a sense of ownership.

The promenade is now almost
complete, and a 1.6 km stretch of
| reclaimed land, from Bandstand
to St. Andrews Church corner, has
been saved from ceriain disaster.
Encroachment and other such
nuisances would have certainly
B destroyed the entire already en-
dangered coastline.
|  “The people have developed a
i good trust and funds are slowly

. \ ® trickling in.”. The association and
locals are appealing to every flat-owner in Bandstand to pay Rs 20 per
month. Apart from this certainisponsors have taken a keen interest
and have contributed towards tha development of gardens and other
features.

If this example is emulated, a number of public spaces will be re-
claimed by the people, for the people.

by,
vk

"WESTSIDE PLUS|”
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Bottom-Up Process
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Hepzr MUTHIAH developing the ruins of the
Byramjee Jeejabhoy Villa
FTER trans- atop the hill, putting steps
forming the and benches on the hill,
Bandra coast- make pathways of sand and
line, Bandraites  gravel, and restosfng] umhill
now getting  ruined contours e b 5
down to restoring the glory by earth teracing. 40 mproves
of the Bandra Hill or Lighting and security e Raties Fortaraa
Bandora, from where cabins along with seaside (left) that architect
Bandra gets its name. We wall construction will also P K Das (inset) has
are talking about that rav- be taken up to prevent acci- proposed, which will
aged piece of land on which  dents on the hill. There is the people
stands the on jestil no provision for any gate who come to Bandra
Bandra Fort. but entry points are Fort to watehthe
A proposal to restore planned in such a way as to sunset (right)
and re-green the hill has be defined by shrubs and
been sent to the state's other plantation. Though
Heritage Committee forits Do entryfeewgb;nhf:me. <«
approval and work is entry timings for the fort
i N Couples are a
year after work begins, you Permission for the
will be able to enjoy a stroll,  development of this land . b5 3 -
sit on the benches and even  has already been received bl u‘t Off
hold small programmeson  from the Brihanmumbai lr c
the hill - exactly like the Municipal Corporation and B
Carter Road Palm the suburban collector.
Promenade - not to men- The plan has received YASMIN D'Costa, a resident of Pali Hill, says ve!
tion enjoy the grand view of  in-principle approval from she does not like to come to the fort because
the two other points of the Heritage Committee, she gets put off by the presence of many cou- L]
Mumbai - Worli and since the Bandra Fort or ples. "I wish they had done this place better." Re ce t 1'
Nariman Point - from the the Castella de Aguada, is a She recalls how during her school days it used
hill Grade I11 structure, says to be rocky. Today, the rocks seem to be disap- T T
Rajya Sabha Member of  Arup Sarbadhikary. pearing and so do the walls, she says.
Parliament Shabana Azmi Brothers Adi and Khushru Irani, who once
is directing her MP's fund lived in Bandra and are now based in the US,
at this project too, after visited the fort during their visit to India to L B N |
having funded the prome- relive their childhood memories.
nades at Bandstand and Khushru feels the fort could be developed
Carf;rhllmd. into a good toué-ist attraction leveraging its sce-
"The project cost is Rs 1 nic location and its iful view of the sea.
crore, of which Rs 20 lakh Brother Adi feels the government could put Any occasion, one sullable plac
has been sanctioned by up a sign explaining the significance of the @ RAIE SYynonymous (o cel
Shabana Azmi's MP fund," place "We would often visit this place during We now bring {0 you 7 banguet ha
says architect P K Das. our school days. The government should also having a capacity of 25- 3
"More may follow if need- tidy up the p! " he says.
ed. Legislator Baba - - - So come & make your party
Siddiqui has sanctioned Rs
10 lakh from his MLA fund.
‘We are tying up with spon-
sors for the rest of the e
money." f\j [é %
Das conceptualised the =
project and is working with T
the Bandra Bandstand SHEETAL AR
Residents Trust on it. Azmi
herself was not available for Linking Rd., Bandra (W). Tel: 6420041
comment.
The BBRT intends to
restore the greenery of the
much-ravaged hill and
redevelop the fort area.

"The hill used to have
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Restoration of Mumbai’s Waterfronts

A Preliminary Survey and A Comprehensive Plan

P.K. Das Associates Architects




Collective Action

Winds of change sweep across Mu

By Gurmwanthi Basram

MAUMEBAL “in a dity gaspngz for
breath, 1l = quEie docadtul " ob-
Serves British aochilect and “Bom-
Say boy” Pierre dAvoine, “that
Woimban's grealest ppen spoces, TS
waizrinaets arc bemg o vandalned
It inx peopis can derive fisie bea-
£t from them ™ Trexted : domg-
g groends for debris, garbage and
wwage, of a5 foee sies for en-
groachment, several of Mumbai's
saterironts are actmally shusmsd
bry i residenits So. it is hearneaing
o fnd some citinens” groeps and
achiiacts 1 1 initzatiwes

- Walk along he Bandra waler-
roet nowe. and vou will find S the
denr=anic black rocks along the old
Band Stand arz rsing from the Je-
bers. a1t were, &5 are the mangoees
off. Carter Road What'’s morz. 2
ncw pronenade = being comsiract-
=d abong These costours of scafoat
& people can tuloes 2 brisk walk and
et a breath of fresh air

" The Bandra project, on which
wirkt started a couple of months
E0. 5 part off architect and bousang
actnast PK. Dias’ masterplian for the

restoration of the aty’s waterfroat. |

Dramm wp over two years ago, the
mrterpiam books at the phased re-
reszation of thres vpes of water-
fromt areas—publc Spaces Bhe

beaches and watzriPont prome-
nades; mative set Lge fish-
mg villages and hemixze |
wncmcu Bke the Makere,
Bandra and vasai

a =

CITIZENS WALK: The bndscaped

ﬂhﬂn-ﬂﬂ’#ihmﬂ--ﬂ“

in with. he & sensibly Leck-
Iilg, ic spaces These inchede 14
independent schemes csimated 1o
st abowrt Rs 1 oroee cach b0 exe-
cute. Commmitted 1o the: rales of the

1) al s vandahsed waterfronts

mals Sosi of the Bandra Band
Stand Residents” Association ~Im-
pressed by the work so far. new

T thrilled, rmy Eth in the absli- |
s of e bocal Gittrens” grosaps and |
e ssdhiiect of the scheme has
been vindicwted ™ says Shabana
Armi “Soch 'hniﬁu:l initiatives

them in They also oot across class
barriers.” masntsins the MP.adding
et she micads 1o continne 1o -
ot them in svery wary she can.
Work oa the Jubu project will
sext momth. sccording
Mz Armi It covisapss sprucng
up The: beach 2t well as the nfla-
emcx: ac=as’ i e the Jubo-Tars Road
and the seven =os roads leading 1o
e beach, snd cocating a ﬂm
sousd the Shivaji statec
ptw’n-lmlnh:esiuhuth
Bawhers and vsmors.
Several apencies, m:l-igth:
maffic police, the aximen's and

Bave besn comsulisd on the isspe
and have apreed o coopesaie inthe

Rs 2.4 crowe pooject. adds Mr Des.
The piars for the Dadar- Prabbade-
wm walerfrost have also been
deared by the BMC, and the anchi-
tect and local csoems” Eroeps ars
mtmnh:ﬂmtrwh-:m
the programme. “Hopetally. it wall
all come togetber. 11's baed work,
bt vy rewanding.” he sy P
-
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COMPARISON OF AVAILABILITY OF OPEN SPACES
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Abuse of Public Space
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Abuse of Public Space-A Fort on the Waterfront







Absence of Comprehensive Planning
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DESTRUCTION OF MANGROVES
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A Cultural Forecourt
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The Bandra Waterfronts - Bandstand
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The Bandra Waterfronts — Carter Road
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The Bandra Waterfronts — Land’s End
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xcellence on the Waterfron

“

o7 WATERFRONT CENTER
4 ANNUAL AWARD

| HONOR AWARD
“Clearwater Citizens Tward”

Bandra Band-stand & Carter Road
Watm’fmnt Deve opment

Bandra West Residents ssociation
Mumba Tndia

 for a quality waterfront project selected in a

Juried competition

November 15, 2002
Larry Beasley
Chat, Waterfront Center Fury

°
4] erilage awards
A 7
Gur{vlrlﬁi Balaram ° T B

BAL This time, the winning number is A
[i's made up of a shrine, a shop, a
asarkari mansion, a naval dockyard,
cipal hall and a citizen’s initiative,
e are the winners of the Indian |8
e Society's urban heritage awards for

which were handed out by
wop Julio Ribeiro and bureaucrat
dago at a happy little ceremony at the
urk in Colaba on Saturday evening.
All Saints Church at Malabar Hill, the
il Png:ic on Bombay Samachar s
nthe Fort area, the Victoria Memorial
for the Blind conference centre at
1, Gulshan Mahal at Films Division on

highlight city’s hidd

33

en treasure:

building. We recreated the space

+ mind the building’s antiguity, w

50 well with the craft we are try
alive. Isn't it appropriate that \

§  moting a craft that's 300 years ol

that's nearly 200 years old?"
The Victoria Memorial Sch
Blind has also been thoughtful

A interior restoration. After receiy

tion from Standard Chartered
commissioned architects Jal
Kishore Desai, who believe tha

& challenged among us deserve

educational and physical facilit
ate an airy, bright and well-equiy
ence centre in their 1914 Edw
schoolhouse.

While such endeavours are

rRoad, the Naval Dockyard at Lion —terre
nd the BMC Hall won awardsin the
sesi-hept or best-restored) Heritage

CAlegory.
‘Bu: ra Bandstand Residents’
bagged the Citizen's Award for
¢ ereating a beautiful and sorely
| public promenade along a van-
| 15-km strip of waterfront. This
+ done with a grant from Rajya [75°
MP Shabana Azmi, donations from .
and excellent technical inputs by |
1 PK. Das and structural engineer
sarbadhikary.

Judges for mis ninth round of IHS
S (first instituted in 1988) were his-

riam Dossal, architect Uttam C.
and urban  planner G
llekundri.
ressed by the “concern and pride”
thich the winners were maintaining
eritage properties, the judges point-
that some had struggled to raise [
ans for the restoration and called in ,
vation professionals to carry out the
ile others had used their own money
{agination to do so.
beautifully-kept All Saints Church
ommended for the congregation’s
1o preserve this structure n physical
ndspirit”. Indeed, no alierations have |
made in this cozy 120-yearold litde §8
thurch designed in “modern style” by
Mant of the Royal Engineers—
for the bell tower being dismantled
being irreparably damaged in a
¢ in 1951, As the good Rev Ro{
sse says, "All of us enjoy basking in All
Uold-world architectural grace, And

. ol
nore than'our gardener Ramdas, who . :
iingly turned the church precinct into WINNERS ALL: (Clockwise from fop) The Naval Dockyard, Guishan Mahal, Bandra
nof sylvan serenity.” Bandstand promenade and the Corporation Hall which bagged the THS Awards for 2001.
church was buill, interestingly, to
as " chapel of ease” to the pitched in with half its cost) and the church  “When the sprce was given 10 Us, it was
Iral—that is, as a chapel for the con-  was inaugurated on January 16, 1882, filled with modern floor tiles, carpets and
% of people living some distance  The Bombay Paperic, a shop set up one  Formica workstations. Since we werc in a
Given that it was an eight-mile car-  year ago by Neet Premchand, who is pas- hurry to apen, we thought we'd leave the
drive from Malabar Hill to the sionately involved in reviving the of decor us it was But then we discovered
{ral, the local English populace suc-  paper-making by hand, won the award for ~ there were termites in the wood and that it
petitioned Henry Arthur Douglas, pulting an old space to adaptive re-use. The - would have to be siripped. And what
of Bombay, in 1875 for a chapel shop, located in a colonial Fort building, has -~ cmerged was this amazing Burma teak
[abar Hill. In 1880, the government ~a vast wooden floor and spartan white walls floor,” said a chuffed Ms Premchand. “We
d a site for the shrine (and also adomed with ethereal paper artifacts, s = also learned that it was an East India Co

| mon in private institutions, ar

| institutions they are a pleass

So, the central goveriiment ¢
bouguet for having Gulsha
ruined 19th century mansion
Films Division complex, pi
restored, As did the MCE!
™ interest to call in INTACH 10

il old corporation hall from the

Much has been written ah
rate job carried out at the
hall by Vikas Dilawari, Tasn
PN. Mehendale and compan
no need to o into it again. H
spirited efforts of the PWD ar

Ihas Ranc and Subodh |
Gulshan Mahal together aga
specinl mention.

Using photographs of the o
ly home, built in 1830 by th

£ Hyderabad, as a guide, and
W traditional artisans, their

? brought its splendid old |
stained glass ventilators, patte
clay dados, a cast iron spiral s
carved details to shining life
house has an interesting hist
bought over from the Nizam i
Kutchi aristocrat Kasamally
Peerbhoy, whose family lived th

| mid-1940s, when it became a v

After Independence, it was acqL

4 the government to house its dog

division, After a mugle of de
FD moved into new buildings
pound, it fell to rack and ruin,
now been rectified—and the
being happily used as a set by b
private film units.

The judges and the THS were
appreciative of the navy’s effort
keep the ensemble of 19th-ce
tures within the Naval Dockyar
but also open up the historica
the peaple. The navy conducts a
within the precinet once a mor
appointment on 4 Sunday m
those who haven't gone on it m
architect Harshad Bhatia and a
Garware of the [HS recommen
Km] a peek into the magnifice

istory of Mumbai,



A Slumdwellers’ Initiative To Help The Poor & A Plan To Turn Waterfr

GIVING MUMBAI A

SEA-FRO

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: When a lackadaisi-
cal city government allowed
one of its biggest assets—the
waterfronts—to deteriorate
into dumpyards and be used
as open-air toilets, a deter-
mined group of citizens
thought it was time to take
charge, Over the last six years,
thanks largely to a citizens’
initiative, about seven kilo-
metres of Mumbali's western
waterfronts have been re-
claimed and turned into what
architect P K Das calls the
city’s “cultural forecourts”.

On Thursday, this perse-
verance finally paid off when
‘he Mumbai Waterfront Im-
rovement Centre (MWIC), a
secently registered trust,
shared the $100,000 Deutsche
3ank Urban Age Award with
wnother organisation for help-
ng “transform the lives of
viumbai’s citizens™.

Das, one of the four
rustees who received the
ward on behalf of the MWIC,
1as been largely credited with
ransforming Bandra Land's
ind and the Bandstand and
‘arter Road promenades, as
vell as the 4-km stretch of
‘uhu beach. He has done all
his with the active support of
esident associations and
unds from local MPs.

A maverick housing ac-
ivist, Das said he faced threats
f physical violence when food
talls that had encroached on
uhu beach were sought to be
elocated. “Our waterfronts
re now unbarricaded public
paces, which are truly open
nd democratic in nature,” he
’ld TOI after receiving a Rs
) lakh cheque, the MWIC's
aare of the award.

Civic activist and co-trustee
T the MWIC, Darryl D'Monte,
ho has been in the forefront
 maintaining the two Ban-
ra promenades, said, “It has
2en sometimes a long and
ainful struggle to get
lese projects going.

-

NI CHANGE

‘;‘

PUTTING A SHINE ON OUR SHORES: The Bandstand promenade is a popular evening haunt for people

from across Mumbai. (Above left) At the Khar end, the Carter Road promenade is designed to
project into the rocks. (Above right) Strollers at Carter Road. (Below, from left) Actress and MP
Shabana Azmi, Deutsche Bank chairman Josef Ackerman, architect P K Das and his MwIC
colleague with their Rs 20 lakh cheque

Very often we have to do so in
spite of the authorities, Six
years after the inception of the
two promenades in Bandra, we
are facing opposition from the
Maharashtra Maritime Board,
which thinks it owns these
public properties.”

D'Monte accused the board
of refusing the citizens' asso-
ciation permission to repair
the sea walls, repave the struc-
tures and remove unautho-
rised encroachments.

The MWIC plans to utilise
the prize money to push its
plan for the Dadar-Prabhade-

i beach, which is about

4km long and suffers from ero-
sion. “The nourishment plan
aims to check the erosion and
to regain the beach for public
use in one of the most con-

The Versova waterfront is
the other project that Das
plans to take up. The centre
also proposes to survey and
map water bodies, rivers,

gested areas of theisland city”  creeks and seafronts so it can
said the MWIC. plan public spaces.

o THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS |

@ Helped build the Carter Road promenade at Bandra, trans-
forming what was a neglected and encroached seafront into a
lively place for the public

® Similarly helped transform the Bandstand promenade

® Spruced up Land's End, where Bandra fort stood, and built an
amphitheatre there

® Helped spruce up Juhu beach, especially by relocating ugly
and intrusive food stalls to a proper food court

® A plan to reinvigorate the Dadar-Prab i beach, which is
4km long and suffers from erosion. The MWIC wants the public
to use the beach again

LO Proposal to study, survey and map rivers, creeks, other water

® Reviving and sprucing up the Versova waterfront

bodies and seafronts so more public spaces can be created
® Hold workshops, spread information

THE GOAL: TO OPEN UP QUR WORLD

7§ " he Mumbai Waterfront Improvement Committee (MWIC)
[ was registered as a trust only a couple of months ago,
but it has been involved in transforming the city for
several years now. Its main aim is to create places along
waterfronts, and maybe even other water bodies, for the public
to relax and snatch much-needed moments of leisure,

“The 44 kilometres of the western coast have never been
considered in the planning and development process as an
Integral part of the city's land. On the contrary, the waterfronts
have been constantly abused by reclamation, sewage disposal
and encroachment. Yet, for the millions who live in our crowded
city, the waterfronts are the only major open spaces—whether
itis Marine Drive or Chowpatty, Haji All or Worli Seaface, Dadar
beach or Bandra Bandstand, Carter Road or Juhu beach, or
Versova,” states the project description of the MWIC,

34



The movement continues...
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Chimbai beach to get

e L T T T T B TR

Residents’ efforts to save seafront forces a reluctant BMC to take charge

Sayli Udas Mankikar
Mumbai, June 26

BANDRA MAY soon have anoth-
er waterfront to be proud of. If
everything works well, the little
known and disappearing Chim-
bai Beach will get a makeover
with features like promenades
and fish-food courts. ;
The Chimbai beach is
a one-km stretch be-
tween Joggers’ Park and
Bandra Bandstand.
Credit goes to the lo-
cal residents, who have

have been dumped with debris.

“We will replace this with
sand-terraces, promenades and
resting areas. There will also be
a food court on weekends where
locals will make fish delicacies,”
said Das.

“This would not have been
possible without the persistent
effort of citizens.”

It all began after the
fisher folk of Chimbai
approached the H-West
Ward Residents’ Trust
to stop the Maritime
Board from construct-

been fighting to save PEOPLE ing a ‘tsunami wall’
the beach for two years. POWER along the coastline after
Impressed by their ef- the 2005 deluge. “The
forts, the Brihanmum- flooding was actually
bai Municipal Corporation because of the. debris,” said

(BMC) has now taken over to de-
velop the seafront. The BMC
has appointed architect PK. Das
as a consultant.

“We will spend Rs 4 crore for
this public-private project. We
will meet the architect and then
discuss the plans with the stake-
holders around the area,” said
Anil Diggikar, additional munic-
ipal commissioner (Projects).
The plan also includes a drying
area for local fishermen.

The beach — an extension of
Chimbai fishing village — is a
sorry picture. A number of ille-
gal structures line the narrow
lanes leading to the waters,
while rocks bordering the sea

Shyama Kulkarni, chairman of
the trust.

The BMC had then expressed
its inability to clear the debris
saying JCBs could not reach the
beach. But Bandra resident Vick-
ram Rao, using personal funds,
cleared 40 truckloads of debris
from the site. A surprised BMC
then took over.

“We are glad the plan has
moved ahead, while the BMC
and collector have promised to
clear the encroachments,”
Kulkarni said, adding that there
were still about 100 truckloads of
debris on the site.

sayli.mankikar@
hindustantimes.com

FILE PHOTO

ANAND SHIND
Bandra’s Chimbai beach stretches from Joggers’ Park to Bandstand.
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Get ready for a clean Juhu beach

In 12 weeks, relocate food stalls and build car

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JUNE 28

ONE of Mumbai's
busiest beachfronts will soon
bid adieu to the chaos cre-
ated by more than 100 hawk-
ers. It will also sport a gate-
way to the beach and several
public conveniences.

Thanks to an order deliv-
ered by the Bombay High
Court on Monday, the
three-year-old Juhu beach
restoration and redevelop-
ment plan spearheaded by
residents has now received a
major impetus.

A division bench of act-
ing Chief Justice A P Shah

THE PLAN

@® 125 food stalls to be re-
located to proposed food
court

@ Podium to be built as
gateway to the beach

@ Parking lot to be re-
vamped to accommodate
more vehicles

@ Ramp to facilitate Gana-
pati immersions

@ Encroachments includ-
ing bungalow extensions to

be cleared C—

park, orders high court

) — "

Nearly 125 bustling food stalls selling piping-hot vada pav, masala dosa and pav bhajis will

be relocated to a yet-to-be built food court at the northern end of the central chowpatty

and Justice S U Kamdar di-
rected the relocation of 125
food stalls at the central
chowpatty along the Juhu
Tara Road within 12 weeks.

The petition was filed by
120 local residents’ associa-
tions, Rotary Clubs and ho-
tels.

Accordingly, the central
chowpatty will get a podium
that will act as the gateway
to the beach.

Before it is built, 125

bustling food stalls selling
piping-hot vada paav,
masala dosa and pav bhajis
will be relocated to a yet-to-
be built food court at the
northern end of the central
chowpatty.

The facility, says the or-
der, should have hygienic
surroundings, water connec-
tions and a garbage disposal
and drainage network.

Each stall owner will
have to deposit Rs 40,000

with the suburban district
collector that would entitle
him to a 2 m x 1m built-up
space to be built by the Ma-
harashtra Housing and De-
velopment Authority.

The food court, the high
court said while considering
objections raised by the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Smarak
Samiti, will be located 60
feet from a statue of Chha-
trapati Shivaji standing at
the elbow of Juhu Tara

Road.

A concrete ramp will
scythe through the food
court and take beach-goers
to the shore.

According to the plan, a
ramp has been built at the
northern section of the cen-
tral chowpatty to facilitate
Ganapati immersions. Pub-
lic convenience centres will
also be built at the central
chowpatty.

The high court has also
ordered the civic authorities
toreturn land being used as a
parking lot to the Airports
Authority of India, which
had leased it to the civic
body.

It will be revamped to ac-
commodate more vehicles
— 185 two-wheelersand 152
four-wheelers.

The Rs 1.5-crore plan
also includes clearing eight
access lanes, creating a small
park and removing en-
croachments including pri-
vate bungalow extensions.

Counsels Shiraz Rustom-
jee and Jamshed Mistry rep-
resented the petitioners.
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Gateway revamp plan gets civic panel nod

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbai: The Gateway of India
precinct makeover plan got its initial
boost on Wednesday with the civic
standing committee clearing the Rs 4.5
crore phase 1 of the project.

While the Grade 1 heritage monu-
ment itself would remain untouched,
phase 1 would include expanding the
pedestrian space in the precinct as well
as relocating all the public amenities at
a facility centre.

The facility centre to be located be-
hind the Shivaji statue will house all
the existing ticket counters that cur-
rently clutter the pathway to the
precinct. It will also have public toilets,
a police chowky, a BMC conservancy
chowky, an MTDC stall and the existing
Aarey stalls.

“The plan is to create more area for
public movement. For this, we will have
to remove the barricade around the gar-
den at Gateway and include some of it
in the paved portion. In a nutshell, the
phase 1 of the plan will look at en-
hancing pedestrian movement over ve-
hicular movement and at augmenting
the public facilities,” said P K Das, ar-

MAKEOVER: An artist’s impression of the proposed revamp of the Gateway of India

chitect for the Indian National Trust for
Art & Cultural Heritage (Intach), which
has been awarded the contract for draw-

ing up Gateway revamp plan.
Even though the work of executing
the plan was awarded to Prime Engi-

neers on Wednesday, standing commiit-
tee member Ravindra Pawar opposed
the idea. “The plan makes no provision
for parking based on the argument that
most people who come to Gateway use
public transport or tourist vehicles. The
cars belong to those who visit the near-
by Taj hotel. How can they go ahead with
the plan without permission from the
traffic department?’’ asked Pawar.

Satish Mathur, joint commissioner of :

police (traffic), said he was yet to get a
copy of the plan. :

According to Das, the precinct would
be made into a no-parking zone. “The
world over, no monument allows park-
ing in its precinct. The Taj hotel has
provisions for underground parking
which it has closed down for some rea-
son and many of its cars are parked out-
side. All this would be cleared up soon.
Parking space for tourist buses and cars
will be taken care of in phase 2,” said
Das. He added that phase 2 would look
at whether the area from the museum
to Regal theatre can be converted into
a BMC parking zone.

“Also the BMC is proposing to build
an underground parking lot near Regal
theatre,” said Das.
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THE ELEVATED METRO WILL ADD
TO NOISE POLLUTION AND DEAFEN YOuU.
POST YOUR PETITION NOW ON
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Vision Juhu
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MUMBAI

24 WARDS IN ALL

Area: 437 sq.kms
Population (2001 Census)
11.9 million

Density (2001 Census):
27,209 people/sq.km
Reserved Open Space:
73.79 sq.km

Ratio of Open Space:

1.1 sq.m/person
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JUHU

PART OF K WEST WARD
Area: 3.86 sq.kms
Population

(estimated for 2008):
2,20,000

Density

(estimated for 2008):
56,995 people/sq.km
Reserved open space:

0.27 sq.km (2,70,825 sq.m)
Ratio of open space
(estimated for 2008):

1.23 sq.m/person
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Juhu Landmarks
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SURVEY MAP OF BOMBAY, 1921

Three gaothans- Tara, Juhu and Mora (Gundaoli)

SURVEY MAP OF BOMBAY, 1933

already been established. Natural drainage lines

2 . Juhu and St. ph's Church are seen
exist along with farmland and large tracts of mud- | | cleany Juhy Asrodrome land is identified. Isolated
flats. Airport / y of India's station | | o |6 seen ing along the stretch of
land is acquired. Bungalows along the beach have | | " "o o hical Soci Wi 5

ROAD MAP OF BOMBAY, 1989

Shows most identifiable features of juhu, including
road layouts, JVPD Scheme and Gulmohar Road.
The edges along the beach show hotels and resi-
dential development. Some educational institu-

JARABIAN SEA

District.

Early 17005 I 1925

under the Bombay Munidpali T
u ;

educational institutions in the city

The agricultural settlement of Juhu
gaothan is founded, along with Juhu
Church. The residents carry out

L and related activities in
small fertile patches of land adjoin-
ing the beach stretch.

Development took off near Juhu Tara
villages by the late 1920s with the
extension of the Western Trunk
Route 1o Jogeshwari,

The first large
hotels in  Juhu,

JVPD Scheme and Guimohar Road, one of the last planned layouts in
Mumbai are established. Many of the HIG plots in the JVPD scheme
area are purchased by film actors of Mumbai's film industry, eaming
the suburb the misplaced moniker of 'Baverley Hills of Mumbai®

King's Hotel and Hotel Horizon are established. |

Late 1800s

By the _19305 Juhu had become a

Jamshedji Tata purchased land in
Juhu and built a bungalow.

He to

The growth in MIG and HIG

near the sea.

1995

Slum Rehabilitation Authority (SRA) is
set up and formulates rehousing
schemes for slumdwellers inviting pri-
vate capital to take part in the process.
Many slums undergo redevelopment
under the SRA's aegis.

opment rights (TDR) from
one part of the city to anoth-
er. The low FSI consuming,
low rise, low density parts of
JVPD and Guimohar Road
see another construction
boom.

1200 acres (5 km?) in Juhu
Tara. This was to yield 500
plots of 4,000 m? each and
a seaside resor.

then Vile Parle Flying Club. It served as the city’s sole airport till the one at Santacruz took
ovear in 1958,

Sonts s citosos o} i'r'bgr leads I.oarl:fealo;naugn :tl ms
Bombay used the area for sports, bathing | | |SKCON is established in Juhu, adding another ; 2000
and motoring. Weekend cottages and | | jourit atraction fo the suburb. it el kel [ 200
030 9 | Airport Authority of India owned A plan to restore Juhu Beach was prepared by architect P K Das
Juhu Aerodrome, serving Mumbai, was India’s first civil aviation airport opening in 1928 as the land. The residents of the slums

anr_.l publishecl by iN'_I'.*\.CH. With extensive support from local MPs,

are SEervice provi o

the suburb's population.

and the |

iary, the plan was sanctioned in 2004, grad-
ually giving residents the idea of preparing 'Vision Juhu.'

pass through the mudfiats. Most of the area is still marsh and farmland. tions appear as well. JUHU

| ] L I T | L lbaiaiwlimimlmiataln! I
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Early 16005 J.°20. 1930 3 1961 | 1991
Fishing vill of Mora || The areas around Juhu and Tara By the late 1930s the | | With the formation of Greater || Mithibai College s established. Utpal Coastal Regulation Zone law is d | | Changes in Development
T e O onag || Nad developed sufficiently to | [ municipality of Vile Parle had | | Bombay in 1945, the areas of | Sanghvi School and Jamnabai Narsee | by the Central g L g a | | Control Regulations accom-
o rnrudflal.‘a Al warrant their own local govern- shmrbad the srljallar bodies | Jyhu, Tara and Mora came || School are established hy thls_ early large part of Juhu's : and | | panying the &
northern and southern || MeNt a@nd municipal councils. around it. Then with the forma- | directly under the Bombay | 1970s. Many more institu- djoining land. Stringent built form | | Development Plan of 1891

e ot the suburp " || They formed part of the so called | |tion_of Greater Bombay in || Municipal C i tions come up subsequently, leading to | guidelines are placed on properties | | allows the transfer of devel-
e 9 sy Suburb, 1845, the areas came directly | the suburb having the highest density of
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Vision Plan Highlights - 1

Development of Public Spaces.
Jx'ﬁ

1.1 SQM/PERSON

i

JUHU (199
2.1 SQ.M/PERSON

W

10-12 SQM/PERSON

Open space ratio comparison
between maijor cities of the world in 2000

ldNBbN: NEW YORK:
31.68 sq.m/person 26.4 sq.m/person

PEE LY .
i i

Figh ™

CHICAGO: TOKYO: MUMBAI:
17.6 sq.m/person  3.96 sq.m/person 1.1 sq.m/person

67
Development of Public Space

* Conserving ond redeveloping reserved open spaces
* Creating new open spaces for the public

The current reserved open §
space in Juhu is 2,70,825 sq. m,
out of which 2,053,119 sq. m is
unavailable for public use due ro
misuse, land grab, encroachments, Y=
erc, We aim to free, protect and rede-
velop the current reserved open space
through citizen acovism, povernment

and corporate support. We also propose

to redefine the term Public Space. By

including and nerworking the beach,

f]'I.E I'I.C'gl.tl'_"[t'd I]'Il!l:lg_lli.'l'"f'l.'.‘i I![II:] Tl'lf
encroached space along the nala,
reclaiming  restricted  playgrounds,

dv.:\'ﬂnping‘ v.:dgrs of large open lands
(aerodrome} and foorpachs and improv-
ing open spaces near markers and insti-
tutions, bus stops and railway stations,

WILE PARLE
STATION

the potential open space in Juhu would JUHU AERODROME

increase manifold.

ARABIAN SEA

N
Fe
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*PG - Playing Ground
*AIG - Resarved Ground

Public spaces.



Vision Plan Highlights -2

Irla Nala Development and
Creation of Public Spaces.

Irla Nala Development and Creation of Public Space
* Creafing greenbelt along nala's edges
* Addressing flooding issues

lrla Mala dominates the geography
of J|,||'||,| and runs approxima'[ﬂ_\r 7.5
kms, meeting the Arabian Sea at two
poines, The BRIMSTOWAD project by
the BMC is under way which will create
approximately 20 feet of open space on
cither side of the nala. The authorities

PropHse oy s f|:]i.!i das i l'.'afli.'lgt“";l}' Fﬂ-l’

service vehicles and mainrenance machinery.
Inseead, we propose to inscall a self-cleaning
system, develop it as a pedestrian roure and

link it with other public spaces in Jubhu.

The new porous greenbelr thus creared will
measure approximately 10 kms and serve as
a flood plain during monscons,

SVROAD

NG AOAD
=

Praposed pedestrian pathwey sleng the Ido Mola

ANDOHERI
STATION

Irla Nala.

68



il

B

alrliﬁrih.‘ﬂ

Irla Nala.

69



Vision Plan Highlights -3

Conservation of Juhu Beach and
lts Connectivity.

Conservation of Juhu Beach and its Connectivity
* Include Juhu beach in Mumbai's reserved spaces
= Opening up lesser-known occesses from Juhu Tara Road
* Integrating the beach with the neighbourhood of Juhu

Juhu Beach is ane of the major tourise arcractions
of the city. It invites a lor of people who comegd
for relaxarion and recreation from everywhere in
the city. In the Development Plan the beach has not
been considered as a public space, leaving unclear
who is responsible for its maintenance. Also there is a T-'n
lack of access to the entire strerch of beach becanse of
which it gets underurilized.

Conservation of Jubu beach is extremely important,
as it is a crucial open space in the city. As a result of a
long and hard fought battle in the coures of law, Juhu
beach today is free of encroachments from builders,
induserialists and even gangsrers. Citizen activists, to
save and restore the beach, had filed several public

inerest litigations and it is our duty now to conserve

this stretch of public space, The best way to protect
the entire four km beach is by maximum and equal
utilization of all its entry and exit points,

Currently, the sererch near Santacruz police station
is the most crowded because of an easier access point.
This strerch also has the maximum number of facilities
for the peaple, resulting in high amount of public
activity. There are eight access points to Juhu beach
from Juhu Tara Road. They all need ro be opened up,
strengthened and arristically designed w encourage
public movement. This would activate the entire
sirerch of beach and make it a berer public place, We
also aim o link these accesses to the internal public
spaces thus forming a larger network of public spaces,

ARABIAN SEA

M
S
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o e
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Vision Plan Highlights — 4
Locating the Metro Rail.

Locating the Metro Rail [

* Proposing underground metre rail
# Shifting proposed placements of Mefro stations and integrating them with open spaces

Roads network and one-ways
# Utilizing internal, low traffic density roods os pedestrion pathways and one-ways

MMRDA has proposed che.  #
Charkop — Mankhurd Metro Rail,
which will pass through the Juhu
region.  Two  elevated  Metro
stations are proposed in Juhu along
lith Road and WM Road. the rail
further proceeding 1o Bandra along
Linking Road. These roads have high

vehicular density and bustling marlers.

Our proposal’s objective 15 o inteprate il
the Metro route and the stations in particula
with the public space nerwork, thus providing | =2
easy access and dispersal of the crowd. We { \ - et P T T

propose an underground metro rail, as the
population density in the area will steeply rise
in the near future. Also one station should be
sitwated near Kaifi Azmi Udyan, having
entrances and exits from the green pacch along
the nala and the ather behind the busy marker

complex near the acrodrome land. JUHL AERGDOROME

Roads network and one-ways

By proposing one-way streets through
extensive traffic studies, we propose to penerare
dedicared pedeserian paths to include walking

and cycling in the rranspartation netwark.

ARABIAN SEA
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Vision Plan Highlights — 5

Integration of Social Amenities
and Institutions.

Integration of Social Amenities and Institutions
* Integrating them with the public space network

With 40 schools, colleges, A

hospitals and hotels within irs

Ié.'\.. & 5
3.86 sq. km, Juhu probably has { u—f':'_-
the highest number of nstitutions L
compared to any other region in

Mumbai. Our aim 15 1o connect all the

scartered  institutions with the public
spaces network. Thus students and other
users can easily walk o cheir institurions
and urilize the open spaces more.

ARABIAN SEA
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Vision Plan Highlights - 6

Improvement of amenities in slum

and conservation of Goathans.

Improvement of amenities in Slums and conservation of Gaothans
* Including them in the redevelopment plans for the city

We propose to integrate the slums' g
with the redevelopment plan by 5
enhancing infrastructure and  social
amenities within the slums and connecting Y
these areas with the public space nerwork,
The proposed green patch near Nehrn Magar
and Shivaji Magar will give these slums safer

access to public ameniries,

|
b 4l
. |/ |
High densify street in Mehru Magor

Gaothans

- . HLU A li]
Ihe three gaothans in Jubu (Moragaon, SRR AEROINGNE

Taragaon and Juhu Gaethan) are a viral part
of the arex’s history and its important o protect

their characreristic development, We propose o a 1
improve social amenities within the gaothans =
and guard its buile environment by including =
it in the redevelopment plans for the area. E >
- B
e
§ e

A typical strest in o Gaothan dotted with grofios
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Slums and Gaothans .
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Double open space: add almost 8 Oval maidans
Create 10 km tree-lined, flood-Iree walkway along Irla nala
Inter-connect open spaces with mstitutions & amenities
Re-align & integrate Metro rail network with public spaces
Protect beach, improve access, enhance facilities
Provide civic amenities for gaothans, re-develop slums
Form a model for neighbourhood planning,
participation & governance
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Vision Juhu
Expanding public space

VROAD

Kamala Raheja Vidyanidhi Institute Tor Architecture « PK Das & Associates, Architects * Mumbai Walerlronts Centre

L

Supported by: Juhu Citizen's Wellare Group (JCWG) » Gulmohar Area Society's Wellare Group
Juhu Scheme Residents Association * JVPD Housing Association Limited * Gaothan Area Residents Association of Juhu (GARAJ)
Juhu Residents Association # Irla Residents Assoctation * Rotary Club of Juhu * Reserach Sponsor: ICICI Prudential
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LINKING ROAD

Contacts: anirudh.paul@gmail.com ¢ pkdas.arch@gmail.com * daryldmonte @gmail.com




Democratising Public Spaces and Waterfron

Indira Munshi & PK. Das
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